
 

 WEST BRIDGEWATER PLANNING BOARD 

9/15/2021 

 

 

 

PRESENT: H. Hurley, G. Stetson, A. Kinahan and J. Noyes 
 
ABSENT: H. Anderson 
 
The meeting was called to order at 7:30 p.m. 
 

1.   269 North Main Street:  Grand Slam Pizza and Pub owner, Tony Verra, was present. 
  
                                         PUBLIC HEARING 7:30 p.m. 

 
Mr. Hurley read the notice as it appeared in the Enterprise newspaper on August 31, and September 
7, 2021, and introduced the Board members.  It was noted that there were no abutters in attendance.  
 
Mr. Verra stated that he was here to request a Special Permit under the Water Resource Protection 
District to construct a permanent outdoor dining area to the existing patio located at 269 North 
Main Street. He stated that due to the recent pandemic, outdoor dining has become more acceptable 
and will allow him to offer more options.  He noted that this raised, open patio will allow them to 
offer food and beverages to serve their guests who choose outside dining.  Mr. Verra stated that the 
updated area will be able to accommodate thirty-five (35) seated guests that will be serviced by two 
to three (2-3) employees. He further stated that this style of dining will be offered from 12:00 p.m. 
to 1:00 a.m. except for the winter months.  He noted that all entertainment, food and beverages will 
be kept inside the restaurant. The patio (including handicap) access will also be through the 
restaurant.  
 
Mr. Hurley read correspondence from the Board of Selectmen into the record which advised the 
following: 

1. Applicant must submit an application for an Alteration of Premise to their 
existing Liquor License to serve alcohol on the patio area once approved by the 
Planning Board, and 
 

2. If outdoor entertainment is desired the applicant must submit paper work to 
modify their existing entertainment license.  

 
Mr. Verra stated that he was aware of the Selectmen directives and has already obtained the paper 
work to request the changes.  Mr. Verra also stated that raised block columns three and a half (3 ½') 
feet up with railings and planter boxes will protect the stone patio patrons while dining.  He noted 
that the walkway will also be stone; the same as the current one. 
 
Mr. Hurley asked about an awning over the patio and if it would be permanent.  Mr. Verra stated 
that there would be an awning, but one that could be taken down in the winter.  Mr. Stetson asked if  
there would be an outside bar.  Mr. Verra stated there would not be one and that all food and 
beverages would come from inside the restaurant.  Mr. Hurley stated that, with respect to outside 
lighting, and parking there are no concerns.  Mr. Hurley stated that this is an allowable use and 
would not impact the Water Resource Protection District in any way.   
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Mr. Kinahan asked if the Handicap ramp could be accessed from the parking lot.  Mr. Verra stated 
that it couldn’t and that all patrons would gain access through the restaurant.  Mr. Hurley stated that 
under the site plan review process this is a minor alteration and a well-run business.  Mr. Stetson 
stated that all of the Board’s concerns have been addressed. 
 
Mr. Hurley stated that pursuant to Section 4.6.9.3 the Board must make an affirmative finding that 
proponents have met the criteria for approval that the use is:   

 

a.    Is consistent with the purposes and intent of Section 4.6; 
 

b.    Appropriate to the hydrology, natural topography, soils and other characteristics of   
                  the site to be developed; 
 

c.   Will not, during construction or thereafter, have any adverse environmental impact   
            on any zones of the Water Resource Protection District; and 
 

d.   Will not adversely affect an existing or designated future public well. 
 
A Motion (GS) was made to affirm that proponents have met the criteria of Section 4.6.  
Second (AK).  Vote: Unanimous of the four (4) members present. 
 
Pursuant to Section 7.5.3.1 the Special Permit Granting Authority shall not approve any such 
application for a Special Permit unless it finds that, in its judgment, use of the site is in harmony 
with the general purpose and intent of this bylaw and subject to and consistent with the conditions, 
safeguards and limitations herein set forth and subject to all the following conditions: 
 
 a. The specific site is an appropriate location for such a use, structure or condition; 
 
 b. The use as developed and operated will not adversely affect the neighborhood; 
  
 c. There will be no nuisance or hazard to vehicles or pedestrians or volume greater than   
                the capacity of the streets affected; 
 
 d. Adequate and appropriate facilities will be provided for the proper operation of the     
                proposed use; and  
 
 e. Access to the site over streets is appropriate for the type of vehicles involved.  
 
Pursuant to Section 7.5.3.2 that Board must find that the following criteria has been met: 
 

a.  The use is appropriate to the hydrogeology, natural topography, soils and other    
       characteristics of the site to be developed; 
 
b.  The use will not, during construction or thereafter, have any adverse environmental   

 impact on any of the zones of the Water Resource Protection District; and 
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c. The use will not adversely affect an existing or designated future public well.   
 
A Motion (GS) was made to affirm that proponents have met all of the above criteria for Sections 
7.5.3.1 and Section 7.5.3.2.  Second (AK).  Vote:  Unanimous of the four (4) members present. 
 
A Motion (GS) was made to grant the Special Permit dated 9/15/2021 for activity in the Water 
Resource Protection District to Grand Slam Pizza and Pub for the construction of a permanent 
outdoor patio located at 269 North Main Street. Second (AK).  
Vote:  Unanimous of the four (4) members present. 
     
A Motion (GS) was made to approve the Site Plan for 269 North Main Street as presented. 
Second (AK). Vote:  Unanimous of the four (4) members present. 
 
Mr. Hurley stated that once the special permit is prepared and signed it will be filed with the Town 
Clerk to begin the twenty (20) day appeal period.   
 
* It was noticed that the check submitted for the Enterprise ads was written for the wrong amount 
and will be returned to Mr. Verra.  The correct amount of $364.80 was added to the invoice for the 
abutter notifications of $109.35 and will be forwarded to Mr. Verra for payment.  
 

2.   63 Maple Street/M.D. Holistics: 

Mr. Hurley reported that he sent an email to Mr. Drayer regarding the five-hundred (500’) foot 
buffer zone that the Board had voted to “Move the Existing Concrete Blocks” to form a barrier 
along the setback line.  He stated that the concrete blocks must be touching and the ones installed 
are too small and too far apart to be a deterrent to that area being used for anything. 
 
Mr. Drayer responded that it would be much easier to add more boulders touching end to end and 
that the concrete barriers are cemented in. He asked if the Board would consider allowing more 
boulders in lieu of unsightly jersey barrier or blocks. Mr. Drayer also asked for someone to call him 
to discuss his options.  It was noted that once again, the proponents want to do things their way and 
not according to the Board’s directives.  Mr. Hurley stated that he had responded that the boulders 
have to be touching. He noted that he had tried to move the current boulders by hand and was able 
to do so.   
 
Mr. Stetson stated that he had also visited the site and that there is now a tripod and a backhoe and 
it appears that they will be moving the boulders per the Board’s request after all (maybe?).  He also 
reported that the signs have been removed as requested.  
 
3.   United Drive: 
The Board received a Form A plan submitted for United Drive in West Bridgewater and 330 
Turnpike Street in Easton. The plan was submitted by Level Design Group on behalf of the Estate 
of Edward Wilbur. The intent of the plan is to subdivide the land into Parcel A and Parcel B which  
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have both lots described as “not a buildable lot”.  Mr. Hurley noted that this property is in the 
wetlands and that there is a buffer zone between the two lots.  Mr. Stetson asked if the lots are both 
non buildable does it qualify as a Form A property.  Mr. Hurley noted that it can be separated off 
and that Easton will have to sign off on this as well.  Mr. Noyes noted that while it doesn’t affect 
the plan, there are several spelling errors on the plan, including “WetBridgewater” and 
“WestBridgwater”in several places. He also noted that there is a recorded “Future Access Lease” 
and asked if this can be done before that plan is approved.  Mr. Stetson stated that there is no 
frontage on either lot.  Mr. Noyes stated that if it is being sold to Easton, this could be a plan of 
convenience. He also noted that part of the plan uses the Town Line as a lot line. 
 
Since the Board had many questions, they agreed to send an email to invite proponents to the next 
meeting on October 6, 2021 to further discuss this plans in more detail before they can sign off.   
 

4.   349 West Center Street 

Mr. Hurley reported that he has had several emails between himself and Building Commissioner, 
Michael White, regarding issues with the Dental office lighting at the above address.  He reported 
that an abutter on Prospect Street in the back of the building is complaining that the lights for the 
three (3) back doors are shining down on his property all day and night.  Mr. Stetson stated that the 
lights were supposed to be the kind that only shine down on the property.  Mr. Hurley noted that 
the problem is because they are motion sensor lights.   
 
Mr. Hurley stated that he had contacted engineer, Greg Driscoll, for some answers.  Mr. Driscoll 
responded that he had asked the contractor about the lighting. He stated that they had talked 
directly to the neighbor and resolved the issue. He noted that these will only come on when motion 
is detected. Also, the parking lot lights will be on a photocell and timer as well. Mr. Driscoll noted 
that they've have not set the time that they turn off yet but it should be between 9:00 and 10:00 at 
night. 
 
Mr. Driscoll had a question from the contractor about the landscape plan.  He noted that the 
applicant would like to place landscape gravel in the rear yard in lieu of grass to reduce the amount 
of landscape maintenance that will have to be done. He asked if this would be acceptable as a field 
change.  He submitted a screenshot of the landscape plan.  Mr. Driscoll stated that he looked into 
the runoff coefficients of landscape gravel versus grass for the back yard area. He noted that the 
gravel would increase the runoff so proponents are going to keep the grass. Mr. Stetson asked why 
the pitch to the property is set so high. He noted that the slope is three to one (3-1) and was 
concerned that in the winter, when the roads get icy, this could be a problem when exiting the site 
onto West Center Street. 
 
Mr. Hurley noted that another issue with the abutter came up today.  He is very upset with the 
placement of the dumpster because it backs up to his fence.  Mr. Hurley noted that this falls under 
the jurisdiction of the Building Commissioner and that Mr. White would need to handle it. 
     
5.   Street Acceptances: 

Mr. Hurley briefly updated the Board on the status of the street acceptances voted at the last town 
meeting. He noted that Town Attorney, David Gay, has contacted the developer of Meadow Spring 
Drive to tell him if he doesn’t get the signed deeds to convey the roadway to the Town, that he will 
be responsible for any snow plowing or road maintenance.   
         continued: 
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Mr. Hurley stated that he is still waiting on Bresciani Lane. He noted that Attorney Gay prepared 
the deeds to the Town and has sent them to Mr. Correia for his signature. Mr. Correia was 
concerned that this would cost him additional money, but Mr. Hurley assured him that the Board is 
holding money to pay for the recording and would refund any overage back to Mr. Correia.  Mr. 
Hurley noted that he has received the documents from Charles Macy for Elm Street Terrace.  
 
* Note: The Board received notice that the Meadow Spring Drive documents have been received. 
 
6.   Luke Estates: 
 
Mr. Hurley recused himself due to a possible conflict of interest.  Mr. Stetson assumed the Chair. 
 
Mr. Stetson stated that he had been contacted by the owner of the last property on Luke Drive 
requesting that a wall, with seating on top, be installed at the end of the road rather than a guardrail 
or chain link fence.  Mr. Kinahan stated that it would not be sturdy enough.  Mr. Noyes stated that 
it would be a liability, and what is shown on the plan should stand with no changes or waivers 
granted. Mr. Stetson noted that the handicap ramp is located in that area also.  He stated that they 
should stick with the plan as it was approved.  Board members agreed. Mr. Stetson stated that if 
they really want a wall, they could always build one behind the guardrail. 
 

7.   Lamp Post Subdivision: 

Mr. Stetson reported that the water service, fire hydrant and all of the other utilities are in.  He 
stated that a grader has been moved onto the site. He noted that they have installed an intricate 
drainage system consisting of flared concrete pipes and infiltration basins.  He noted that it appears 
that they will put down a base coat of pavement soon. The Board received an inspection report 
from Amory Engineering but no invoice as yet. It was noted that $9,250 was submitted to cover the 
cost of the engineer. 
 
Mr.  Hurley returned to the meeting and assumed the Chair. 
 

8.   Walnut Street Energy Storage: 

Mr. Hurley reported that he had contacted Eric Weinstein about the energy storage information 
they reviewed at the last meeting.  He noted that the Board had several questions and concerns, 
including whether this is a utility or a generator, how it had been handled in other towns, how it is 
classified and if there are any fire concerns.  He invited Mr. Weinstein to attend the next meeting 
on October 6, 2021 to answer their questions.  He noted that there has been no response as yet.  
 
9.   Lowe’s Home Center update: 
Once again, Mr. Hurley reported to the Board that the owners of the above property have still not 
registered the originally approved special permit for the Lowe’s Home Center. He noted, for the 
record, that the Board still has not received any documents or correspondence from them.  Mr. 
Hurley stated that he would continue to pursue this on behalf of the Board.     
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10.   Calendar: 

The Board reviewed their new calendar for October 2021 through October 2022.   
 
A Motion (GS) was made to approve the calendar as presented.  Second (AK).   
Vote:  Unanimous of the four (4) members present.  
 
11.   Subdivision updates: 

 

1. The Farm: 

 There are no further updates at this time. 
 

2. Meadow Wood: 

The Board will await further developments. 
           

3. Scotland Street/Chapter 40B: 
There are no further updates at this time. 
 
4. Nancy Lane: 

  Mr. Stetson reported that the above roadway has been staked out and looks ready to be    
  paved.  He noted that unfortunately, the telephone pole has been installed right in the middle    
  of the roadway. 

         

12.   MAIL: 

E. Bridgewater Planning public hearing 9/20/2021, re: subdivision, easterly off East St. Brockton. 
Easton ZBA decision re: special permit, 454 Turnpike Street, granted.  
Easton ZBA decision re: variance, 3 Roche Brothers Way, granted.  
 

13.   A Motion (GS) was made to pay the Enterprise $182.40 for the first Public Hearing ad for      
        269 North Main Street.  Second (AK).  Vote:  Unanimous of the four (4) members present. 
 
14.  A Motion (GS) was made to sign the secretary payroll.  Second (AK).   
       Vote:  Unanimous of the four (4) members present. 
 
15.  The minutes of 9/1/2021 were accepted and filed. 
  
16.  The meeting was adjourned at 8:45 p.m. 
 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
Donna M. Cotter, 
Secretary 


